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E been conſidering (mm 


Friend!) what your Fancy was, 
to ex reſs ſuch a Surptize "RT 
pe id the other day, wh 1 
happen d to ſpeak to you in com? - 

mendation of Raillery. © Was it pol» i 
ſible you ſhou' d ſuppoſe me ſo gave 
2 Man as to diſlike al Converſatioon 
this kind? Or were you afraid! 
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"MES 8 SAY » on 2 Freedom | 


© GOA OB SSA Gr ror ered, 


1 ae! a you had 3 


enough for your Caution; if you 


cou d imagine me at the bottom ſo 
true a Zealot, as not to bear the 


leaſt Raillery on my own Opinions. 


"Tis the Caſe, I know, with Many. 


= Whatever they — grave or ſolemn, 


they ſi ſuppoſe mult never be rf ; 
out of a grave and ſolemn way: 
Tho what Another thinks ſo, they can 


be contented to treat otherwiſe ; and 


are forward to try the Edge of Ridi- 


cule againſt. any... Opinions belies 2 


en. e act 


The Queſtion is, Whecher this F 


fair or no? and Whether it be not 
juſt, and ad e, to make as free with 
our own. Opinions, as with thoſe of WV 
other People? For to be ſparing in 
this caſe, may be look d upon as a 
piece of Selfiſhneſs. We may be 


chargd perhaps with wilful 4 
rance and blind Idolatry, for having 


A \f 7 conſe- 


422 


. * e wit and Damon a 
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. elf ecrated in ovhr tics certain IIb 
Notions, which we will never ſuffer 
to be unveil'd, or ſeen in open Light; 
They: may perhaps be Monſters, and 
not Divinit /s, or Sacred Truths, 
which are kept thus choicely, in 


ſome dark Corner of our Minds: Xx 


The Specters may impoſe on us, 
whilſt * 26 refuſe: 3 a em eve 
way, and view their Shapes and Com- 
palexions in every Light. For that 
which can be ſhewn only in 4 certain 
Light, is queſtionable. Truth, tis 
ſuppos d, may bear all Lights: and 
one of thoſe in which Things are to 
be view d, in order to a thorow Re- 
cognition, is that by which we diſ- 


cern whatever is liable to Ridicule in 


. any Subject. At leaſt, tis ſo allow d 


by All, gre at any time appeal to 


5 br Criterion. The graveſt Gentle- 


men, even in the graveſt Subjects, 
are ſuppos d to acknowledg -thifs-- 
and can have no Right, tis chought, 
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= 6h doriy -others the: end of this 


Appeal; -whilſt they are free to cen- 
ſure ane Men, and in their gra- 
veſt Arguments make no ſcruple to 
Al. J it not Fidiculous s 

Of this Affair, therefore, 1 a Ni 
you ſhou d know fully What my 
Thoughts are. And by this means 
you will be able to judg of me; 


whether I was ſincere Sh other day 
in the Defence of Raillery, and can 
continue ſtill to plead for thoſe inge- 
nious Friends of ours, who are often 


cenſur d for their Humour of this 
Eind, and for the Freedom they take 


in ſuch an airy way of Converſation 8 J 


and Writing: 2s 
rt r 5 
IN good earneſt, when one con- 
- ders what uſe is "HONOR made of 
this kind of Wit, and to what an ex- 


ceſs it has riſen of late, in ſome Cha- 


racters of the Age; one may be. 
ſtartled a little, and in doubt, what 


to 
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3 of the Practice, or kicker 
this raillying Humour will at length 
carry, us. It has paſs d from the Men 


of Pleaſure to the Men of Buſineſs. 
Politicians have been infected with 
it: and the grave Affairs of State 


have been treated with an Air of Iro-' 


y and Banter. The ableſt Nego- 


tiators have been known the notableſt 
Buffaons * the moſt celebrated Au- 
thors, the page Maſters of Bure 


Ae e. 


There 0 indeed 2 kind of Ae 
Nullen (if I mayo call it) which I 


am willing enough to allow in Af⸗- 
fairs of whatever kind; when the 


Spirit of Curioſity. would force a 


Diſcovery of more Truth than can 
conveniently be told. For we can 
never do more injury to Truth, than 


by diſcovering too much of it, on 


ſome occaſions. Tis the ſame with 


Underſtandings as with Eyes: To 
ſuch a certain Size and Make juſt ſo 
. much 
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koh Light is ada; and no more. 


Whatever is Ne brings e 9 


and Confuſion, | 
Tis real Humanity and Kindneſs 


Js hide ſtrong Truths from weak 


Eyes. And to do this by a pleaſant 


Amuſement, is eaſier, and civiller, 


than by a harſh Denial or remarks. 

ble Are But to 3 about in- 
Men, in a 

myſterious manner; and to make 


duſtriouſſy to confoun 


advantage or draw pleaſure from that 


Perplexity they are thrown into, 71 | 


fuck: zuncertain Talks: is as unhan 
ſom in a Way . as when 
done with the greateſt Seriouſneſe 85 or 
in the moſt ſolemn way of Deceit. 
It may ber neceſſary, as well now as 


of) ald, for iſe Men to ſpeak: in a- 
| aue n with a double Meaning, | 
that che Enemy may be amus d, and | 


: thoſe only -#ha: bave Ears to ear may 


eur. Budi tis a mean. potent and 
dull for df Wi, o wic: muſcs all a] 
oo V alixe, FN 


7 


1 » 
— FR 


P 4 q 
n — - _- . — . —— — 9 = — r 
, - 9 1 . — 5 
8 0 * „ 
M i & . * * 1 
0 Wit and Humour. 5 
& a x * of - | F 4 * 4 1 , : : * "% * 
— * * — X — 


—— — 


FER wii 


Man, and even a Friend, equally in 
doubt, and at a loſs, to know What 
ones real mind is, upon any Subject. 
This is that groſs ſort of Raillery, 
vhich is ſo offenſive in good Com- 
pany. And indeed there is as much 
difference between one ſort and ano- 
9 ther, as between fair Dealing ( and 
$ Hypocriſy; or between the genteeleſt 
Wit, and the moſt: ſcurrilous Buf- 
3 foonery. But by Freedom of Con- 
verſation, this illiberal kind of Wit 
4 will loſe its Credit. For Wit is its 
Z own Remedy. Liberty and Com- 
merce bring it to its true Standard. 
The only Danger is, the laying an 
Embargo. The ſame thing happens 
here, as in the Caſe af Fade. Im- 
poſitions and Reſtrictions reduce it 
ctWo a low Ebb. No I ing is ſo advan- 
tageous to it as a Free Port. 
Pe have ſeen in our own time tge 
Decline and Ruin of a falſe ſort of 


„* 


alike, and leaves the moſt ſenſible 
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_— Wit rr delighted. our 
—_ pj wang that cheir Poems, and 
Plays, as well as Sermons, were full 
of it. All Humour had ſomething 
8 of: the Quibble.- The very La guage 
of che Court was Puming. But tis 
now baniſh'd/the Town and all good e 4 
r = There are only 4 
few F Footſteps of it in ar” —— 
and it e- at laſt conſmm d to => f 
Nurſerys of Youth, as the chief Eu- 
tertainment of Pedants and their Pu- 
pils. And thus in other reſpects Wit 
willamend up on aur hands; and Hu- 
1 — it ſelf; if we take 
gaga ͤnre not to tamper with it, and bring 
1 | 1 by ſevere Wage 
=_ og rous Preſcriptions... All Po- 
6 2 links 
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5 is Owing to Liberty. We 
poliſh one another, and rub off our 
and rough Sides: by this ami» 

cable Coll ad, To reſtrain this, is in- 
exitably to bring a Ruſt upoh Mens 
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N Vir and: Humour. 


= Fel, e even 
Charity. it ſelf, en ee gf 


an, it. 
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* 2 S x true e Ralley wou 4 
= as hard a matter, and. perhaps as 
little to the purpoſe, as to define God 
Breeding: None can underſtand the 
- Speculation, but they who have the 
Practice. Vet every one thinks him- 
ſelf well bred: and the formalleſt Pe- 
dant imagines he can railly with 2 
good Grace; I have known No 
of thoſe graye Gentlemen undertake 
10 correct an Author for defending 
the Uſe of Raillery, and at the ſame 
time have upon every turn made uſe 
of that Weapon, tho they were na- 

turally ſo. very aukard at it. And 
his believe may be obſety d in the 
Oaſe of many Een who have 
taken upon em to anſwer our mo- 
dern Free Writers. The Tragical 
Gentlemen, with the in Aſpect 
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3 and Mein of trie beg uiſttors, have bur 

an ill Grace when they vouchſafe to | 
quit their Auſterity, and be jocoſe 
and pleaſant with an Adverſury, 9 
whom they wou d chuſe to treat in 
2 very dit rent manner. For to do b 
em juſtice, had they hilt Wills, ! 
doubt not but their Conduct and 4 


Mein wou'd” be pretty much of a 
piece. They wou'd ſoon quit their 
Farce, and make a thorow Trage- 
4 But at preſent there is nothing 
ſo ridiculous as this JIANUu8S Face 
of Writers, who with one Counte- 
nance Rea Smile, and with ano- 
ther ſhow! nothing but Rage and Fu- 
y. —_ enter d the Liſts, and 


agreed to "the fair Laws of Combat 
by Wir and Argument, they have no 
ſooner prov 'd their Weapon, than 
you hear em crying aloud for help, 
FE delivering over to the Secular Arm. 

There can't be a more prepoſte- 
= rows Sight chan an Executioner and 1 


2 Wie N Humour, . I 


e 


bg * — „ 


a aliMerry: ded acting las Part 


upon the ſame Stage. et Jam per- 


ſuaded any one will find this to be 


the real Picture of certain modern 
Zealots in their Controverſial Wri- 


tings. They are no more Maſters 


of Gravity, than they are of good 


Humour. The firſt always runs in- 


to harſn Severity, and the latter in- 


* 


to an aukard Buffoonery. And thus 
between Anger and Pleaſure, Zeal 
and Drollery, their Writing has 


much ſuch a Grace as the Play of hu- 


merſom Children, who almoſt, at 
* e inſtant, are both peeviſh pt 
and wanton; and: can; laug como an 5 


in one andre he Na £1: 


Ho- agteeable ſuch Wikiags are 


; We prove, and of what Effect 
towards the: winning over or con- 


vincing thoſe who ate ſuppos d to be 
in Error, 1 need not go about to 


explain. Nor can Iwonger; on this . 
| 1 to e rbk La- 7 


mentation bo 
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mentations << else aches: whilt 8 


the Books of their Adverſarys are ſo 


current, their Anſwers to em can 


hardly make their way into the 


World, or be taken the leaſt notice 
of. Pedantry: and Bigotry are Mill. 


Stones able to ſink the beſt Book, 
' that bears the leaſt patt of their dead 
weight. The Temper of wg Peda- 
gogue ſutes not with the Age. And 
the World, tho it may be „ 


= __ to brew NS nd, while and 
Mꝛeekneſs. In à Gentleman we al- 


low of Pleaſantry aud Raillery, as 
being manag d always with good 


ö & atk: But if a mere! Scholaſtick, in- 


| f 
220 43 21127 — 


pil nor be dl. if a 8 


Breeding, and never groſs or cl ow. 


| xrenching 1 upon all theſe Characters, 
and writing as it were by Starts and 


__ :-: Bebo Wan one of theſe to ano». 


0 Wit ant e on A 


— —— 


J appears upon the whgls! as lit- 
tle-able to keep the Temper of 
Chriſtianity, as to uſe the Reaſon of 
a Philoſopher; or the Raillery of a 
Man of Breeding; what wonder is 
it if the r e . Product of ſuch 
a: jumbled Brain be ridiculous to che 
Work 2 
If you thinks (ray: Friend): abs by 
this E Reſenpermf have done wrong 
to any of theſe Zealot · Writers in re- 
ous Controverſy ; read but a few 
Pages in any one of * em (even 
where the Conteſt is not Abroad, but 
Within their own Pale) and chen 8 
nounce. 22 k LEN 1 1 
AND abwi Cn aid we much 
as to Authors and Writings, you. 
ſhall hear my Thoughts, as you 
have deſir d, upon the Subject of 
= Converſation, Se particularly 4 late 
Dne of a free Kind, which you re- 


en; 1 Friends 


member I was Preſen at, with ſome | 
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Friends of yours, whom - you 
ey d Iſhou'd in great Gravity have 
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AI was, I muſt own, a very diverting 


one, and perhaps not the leſs: fo, 


uſion ; which al. 
moſt brought all to nothing that 
had been advanc d in the Diſcourſe 
before. Some Particulars of this 
Converſation may not perhaps: be ſo 


enough that I, put you in mind of 
what paſs d. A great many fine 
Schemes, it's true, were deſtroy d; 


many grave Reaſonings overturn d: 


but this being done without Offence 
to the Partys concern d, and with 
Improvement to the good Humour 
of the Company, it ſet the Appe- 
tite the keener to ſuch Converſa- 
tions. And I am perſuaded, that 
* had Reaſon her ſelf been to judg of 


her own Intereſt, {he wou d have 


n you fan- 
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chat Reaſon had ſeemingly lo. 
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yearn ſhe. "receiv vd. more . 
tage in che main from that eaſy and 
familiar way, than from the uſual A 
_ iff. Adherence to a, particular Opir 9 
n: „ $07 55185710 1; 15. 

But al you may ſtill be in 
* ſame Humour of not Fa = 


me in earneſt. You, may continue 
to tell me, I affect to he paradoxica , 
in commending a Converſation = 3 
advantageous to Reaſon, which, 1 «4 
ded. in ſuch an Uncerrainty 3 
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To is 1 anſwer. © "Thas — J 
ing to the Notion I have of Ses A 
neither the written Treatiſes of the 2 
Learned, nor the ſet Diſcourſes of 
the Eloquent, are able of themſcluws 2 
to teach the ule of it. Tis the Ha- 4 2 
bit alone of Reaſoning. that can 
make 4 Neaſoner. And Men can ne- 1 
ver be better invited to the Habit, 
than, when FREY, find Pleaſure in i, : 
A 
8 4 40 . 8 | 
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dmr 0. Raillery 
decent Lar uage to 
Fit ing, and an Allowance of Un 
ravelling or refuting any Argumer 
Fer offence to the Arguer, are 
4 ly Terms which can render ſuch 
. 2 
eeable. For to ay truth, the 
£08 render d bir 4 
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jects in the World, "Where" cha 1 
had: under a Reſt tain” and Fea a ar — 
Wor is it a Wonder that 0 I 1 
genetally ſuch faint Reaſonetz alf 
. Exre fo Hetlero ing. Ketten ny 
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oul d, will 
Motion to re 
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imickry 
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rhing happens ner e in ſtrong and = 
he xealthy are which are debar' [their © i 
„ and confi d in a 
99 5D CY. 


hoe 


and Contortions. 


rits of ingenious Men, i 
and contro 


81 


are fore d to 


Sion, and 


impriſon d 5 
111 nd out other 


mſclves 
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2 Men ate orbit t tel | ſpeak Ta 
dende blen on certain Su jects, . 


2 


they will do it iro ically: "they 
are forbid to ſpeak at all upo Mach 
Subjects; or if they find it teally 
sds fot ' em to 152 16; 1 
will chen redouble cheir Diſ tüſe, 
involve themſelves in M. yſteriouſri | 
and talk ſo as hardly to; bender. 
Rood, or at leaſt not plainly 11 5 
preted, 
to do em à Miſchief. 
"i is broughe more 1 Aion, 
and runs into an Extreme. Talthe 
perſecuting Spirit has rais d\ the" ban. 
tering one:: And want of Liberty 
may account for want of a trut P. 
liteneſs, and for the Corruption or 
wrong 'Uſe of ne ee 
mom. 1 2 889 basic 
If in this reſpect we ſtrainn the juſt 
of what we call Urbanity, 
and are apt ſometimes” to take 4 
3 Wee _ We _ 1 
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wonder is it if Wes w hO have more 
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and Gaiety. An eaſier Method of ; 
treating theſe Subjects, will make em 
more 2 and familiar- To 

5 Ty 1 diſpute aDOAUT em, will be the . ame 
not ſpoil good Company, or take 
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we fancy. So that upon the whole, 
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in, is at this time as pleaſant to me 
upon Reflection; when I conſider, 
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: ſide; might laugh perhaps at dis Sim⸗ 
plicity. Bur our Bense Ton Wee | 
certainly laugh 'with better reaſon. 
Tis eaſy to ſee Wan of the two 
wou d be ridiculous. For he who 
laughs, and is hümſelf ridiculous, 
bears a double ſfiare of Ridicule: 

However, ſhou d it ſo happen; that 
in the Tranſport of Ridicule dur 
EG 14) having his Head fil 
running upon Maste, and knowin 
nothing of the - fair Complexion and 
common Dreſs of the EukoοEA Ns, 
ſhon'd upon the ſight of a natural 


Face and Habit, laugh juſt as heartily ß 


as before; would not he in his turn 
become ridiculous; carryin 
Jeſt too far; When x te . 
fur he took W Kor mere 
Art; and miſtook perhaps a Man of 
Sobriety and Senſe for one 15 thoſe | 
ridiculous Mummers? en ner 
There was a time when Men "ROY 
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and] "I Their Obirlions were 
leſt to, chemſelves. They had Li- 
berty to differ in theſe, as in their 
Faces. Every one took the Air and 
Look which was natural to him. But 
in proceſs of time, it was thought 
decent tg mend Mens Countenances 
and render their intellectual Com- 
plexions uniform and of a ſort. 
Thus che Magiſtrate became a Dreſſer; 
and in his turn was dreſs.dtoo ;, when: 
| he, had given up his Power to a new 
Orderꝛof Tire- men. But tho it was 
agreed that chere was only one certain 
and true Dreſs, one 8 Air, 
to which it was necellary all People 
ſhou d conform; yet the Miſery was, 
that neither the Magiſtrate, nor che 
ire men themſ elves, cou 'd reſ- ae; 
which of the various Modes was tl 
exact true one. 41 agine now, at 40 
the Effect of this muſt needs be; 
when Men became perſecuted: thus on 
cee ſide about cheir r and 8 : 
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are alike beſmear d or plaiſter d. All 
is not Fucus, or mere Gloſs. Nor is 
the Face of Truth leſs fair and beau- 


muſt remember 


not therefore imagihe that all Faces 
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our ſelves diverſion enough with the 


Folly and Madneſs of thoſe who. are 
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theſe Impoſtures... But we muſt, x = 
ember. withal our ETHIOD HA 
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ad. a deteſtation of the Act: 
And perh 8 the very Perſons of the 
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it and Humour. 3 
you, chat after all che Cheats and 
Abuſes they had committed, you 
might have ſeen em diſpateh d with 
as relentleſs an eye as our later Euro- 
pean Anceſtors ſaw the Deſtruction of 
2 like politick Body of Conjurers, 
the Ruigbts Templars; who were al- 
moſt become an Over. Match for the 
Civil Sovereign. Vour Indignation 
perhaps might have carry d you to 
propoſe the razing all Monuments 
and Memorials of theſe Magicians. 
Voou might have reſolv d not to leave 
ſo much as their Houſes ſtanding. 


But if it had happen d that theſe Ma- 
| ogicians, in the time of their Domi- 
nion, had made any Collection of 
Books, or had compil'd any them 
| ſelves, in which they had treated of 
Ppiloſophy, or Morals, or any other 
F Science, or Part of Learning; woud 
| you have carry d your Reſentment 
| fo faras to have extirpated theſe al- 
ſo, and condemn'd every Opinion 
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Gorn, wou d act or reaſon ſo ab- 


ſurdly. Much leſs wou d you (my 
Friend I) have carry d on this M A- 


do nHHO N, or Prieft-Maſſacre, with 
ſuch 2 barbarous Zeal. Pvt; in 
good earneſt, to deſtroy a Philoſo- 


oy phyin hatred to a Man, is as errant 


2. Tanzar-Notion, as to deſtroy or 


ws | muxiler 2 Man in order to to -plunder 
him of his Wät, and get the Inheri- 


tance of his Underſtanding, 

I muſt confeſs indeed, that had 
vr titutions, the Statutes, and Re- 
lations. of this antient Hierarchy, 
en all of em reſembling the 2 


1 1 one, of the Order it ſelf, 
they might with a great deal of Juſ- 
dice have been ſuppreſs d: For one 
enn t without ſome abhorrence read 
conan of theirs; „ dos bas c 
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act, catur oportet. 
wot CAD mr amvidttto wad 
Zut the Conjurers (as wel rather 
ſuppoſe) having conſider d that they 
ought in their Principle to appear as 
air as poſſible to the World, the bet- 
ter to conceal their Practice, found it 
highly for cheir Intereſt to eſpouſe 
ſome excellent moral Rules, and 
eſtabliſh the very beſt Maxims of 
tis kind. They thought it for their 
advantage perhaps, on their firſt ſet- 
ting out, to recommend the; greateſt 
Purity of Religion, the greateſt In- 
tegrity of Life and Manners. They 
may perhaps too, in general, have 
preach d up Charity and Good-will. 
They may, for the moſt part, have 
ſet to view the faireſt Face of Human 
Nature; and together with their By- 
Laws, and Political Inſtitutions, the 
may have interwove the honeſtelt 1 
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Morals and beſt Dodrine in the 


World.) D oO 
How therefore ſhow 4 we ere . 5 


hav d our ſelves in this Affair? How _ 


ſhon'd- we have carry d our ſelves to- 
wards this Order of Men, at the 
time of the Diſcovery of their Cheat, 


. and Ruin of their Em ire? So 


we have falln to work inſtantly 


Vith cheir Syſtems, guck at all their 


Opinions _ Doctrines without 


diſtinction, and erected a contrary 
Philoſophy in in their 
we have flown at every religious and 


moral Principle, deny d every natu- 


ral and ſocial Affection, and reti- 
der d Men as much Wolves as was 


poſfible to one another, whilſt we 


deſcrib'd em ſuch; 
to make them ſee chemſchves by far 


Tore monſtrous and corrupt, than 
worſt” Intentions it was ever 


come' TT you'l: fay; doubt- 
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oftetous Part! and cou'd never have 
een acted but hy mean Spirits, ſuch 
as had been held in awe, and over- 
frighted hy che MAOGCU¹ eres 2 2 
And yet an able and witty Philo- 
pher of our Nation was, we know, 
of late Vears, ſo polſels' d with a 
Horrour of this kind thar both wich 
reſpect to Politicks and: Morals, he 
„ directl acted in this Spirit of Maſſa: 3 
& cre. Ihe Fright he took upon che 
Sight of the then governing Powers, 
who unjuſtly: aſſum d the Authorit 
of the people, gave him ſuch an 
Abhorrence of All popular Govern- 
ment, and of N 
- Labertyit:ſelf ;7 that to extinguiſſi it 
for ever, he Teetithraghds: the > very 
extinguiſhing | of Letters, and ex- 
horts Princes not to ſpare ſo much as 


an antient Ro MAN or. G REER Hiſ- 


torian. Is not t this in truth ſome- 
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Philoſopher, i in appcarinte, ſomething 
of che Savage; that he ſhou'd uſe Phi- 
loſophy and : Learning as the Sc r- 
_ Tx#1a ns. arefaid to have us d Ax A- 
CHaRs15 and others, for having vi- 
ſited the Wiſe of Gus ECE, and learnt 
the Manners of a polite People? 35 
His Quarrel with Religion was che 
ſame as with Liberty. The ſame 
Times gave him the Aae Terror in 
this other kind. He had nothin: be⸗ 
fore his Eyes but the Ravape of Bu- 
6 thuſiſui, aud the Artifice of thoſe, 
who. ais d: and conducted that Spi⸗ 
rit. Andi the good ſociable Man, 
as ſavage and — as hewou'd 
_ make;;hidſelt- and al 1 = 
pear by e © expos d him- 
ſelf during his and took che 
utmoſt Pas, that aſter" his Death 
vue might be deliver d from the oc- 
caſion of theſe Terrours. He did 
his utmoſt to ſhew us, that both in 
= Religion and Marals we were im 
olidt ä 1 
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pos d on by our Governors; ; that 
thete was nothing which by: Nature 
inclin d us whey way: z nothing 
which naturally drew. us to the Love 
of, what was without, or beyond hy 

| ſelves... Tho the Love of ſuch gre 

Truths and Sovereign Maxim as 5 be 
Kor in di theſe to: he, made him the 
laborious of all Men in com- 
. N ſtems of this kind for our 
Uſe; Fa fore d him, notwichſtand - 
ing kis natural Fear, to tun conti- 
nually the higheſt risk of being 2 
Martyr for our Deliverance. 25 


Give me leave chere Tug 


Friend ) on this occaſion, to prevent 
your 'Scriouſnels; and 1 you, 
chat there is no ſuch mig a Danger 
as we are apt to imagine from theſe 
kerce Proſecutors o Superſtition, 

Vho axe ſo jealous of every religious 
or moral Principle. Whatever Sa- 
vages they may appear in ene 
they, are 10 is common Capacity 
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2 as Civil Perſons,” a8 one can a bids 


Their" free tomminniciting': of their 
Principles: may witneſs Bi them. 
"Tis che height of Sociableneſs to 
7 and communicative. + 
I che Principles indeed were con- 


Klan us, and made a Myſtery's 


they might become conſi derable 
Things are often made ſo, by being 
kept 28 — . of a Sect or Party: 
and nothing helps this more than 
the age l ine /s of a contra- 
ry Party. If we fal "preſently into 
Donſternation, upon 
Maxims Which are 
chought pot dee; we ate in no Dill 
poſition to aſe chat familiar and eaſy 
Part 6f Reaſon, which is the belt 
Antidote." The only Poiſon to Rea- 
ſon, is Paſſon. For falſe Reaſoning 
is is does. redreſs d. where Paſſion is 
nov'd; Büt if che very hearing 
ate! Propoſitions of - Philoſophy 
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preyenced in the uſe of our reaſon- 
ing Faelle hd >; 
„ Were it not Foy thei Pre judices 1 5 
E Kind z What ſhou'd- r us 1 
from diverting our ſelves: — oe „ 
Fancy of one of theſe modern - 
1 we have been ſpeaking o 

133 ſhou d we ſay to one of dee 
ee, who, in the Zeal of 
ſuch a cool Pbiloſophy, ſhou'd-aF- 
"fre is Saichfully, ©. That we were 
th. miſtaken Men in che 
World to imagine there was any 
N ſuch Thing as natural a 3 
„ Juſtice ? For chat it w en 
Here and mer which conſt ured” 
Nigbt. That there was no ſuch 
** ching. in reality as Virtue; no Prin- 

„ Ciple of Ge an the, above, or 

below; no ſecret Charm or Force 

4 455 Nature, by which every one 
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for Us e Js there then ſuch a thing, 
© casmatural Aſfeclion? If not; why, 
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of it? Sir! The Philoſophy' 
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us is moſt extraordinary. - We are 
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caſion;ʒ when we Are put thus u bon 
the Befence of common © Honeſty, © by 
ſuch fair honeſt Gentlemen, WhO are 


in Practice ſo different from What 
they wou d appeat 927 Speculacion, 


Knaves'T' know there are in Notion. 


and Principle, as well as in Practice: 3 
eine all Honeſty” as well as 


igiot a mere Cheat; and, by a | 
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Paper;or Art, they are able 


private Advanta 8. But, ſuch as 
theſe never open tþ all vsin Frichd> 
ſhip.to Sol hey have no ben 
ba on. for or Love for 
Mankind. Abe have no Quarrel 
"with; gion, or Marali 3 but knou- 
what u eto make of Sp upon 
occaſion. If they diſcover - their 
Principles, tis never but at unawares.'- 
They are ſure to preach Honeſty, | 
, Ang.gp 20 Ghugtherg ) eee 3d 1 
On che other ſide, the Gentl 


"for whom. 1 am ap logizing, cannt 
however be call . eee 
5 as ll. of themſelves as they 
bly can. n; ey, have, hard. 
0 > aan Nature; tis a 
Al dumanity,, 


8 dach kanne che No l 
If they, repreſeng,, Men byn Nature 


5 treac Moi and wild, 1 Care 


%%% 


a ** — — . eee IOE 2 —— 
. 


of WI nd Hamour,” ; i; 


——— — — — ³—üͤ 2 


foi Mankind ket by being t CE tain 
and ty ing, t hey Thoud | 
eau me . 
Imnpoſtors tas peak che [ka 
of Human Nature, that chey may 
> the'eaſter abuſe it. Theſe Gentle- 
nien on the contraty ſpeak the worlt, 
and had rather they themſelves ſhou'd | 
be ill thought of, with che reſt, than 
that 4 Feu hond by Ihpoſtute pre- 
vail over the Many. For tis Opinion 
of Goodneſs chat creates Eaſineſs of 
Truſt: and by Truſt. we are be⸗ 
tray d to Power ; Our very Reaſon be- 
ing thus captivated by thoſe in whom: + 
ve come inlenſibly to have an impli- | 
cit Faith. But ſappoſing one ano- 
ther to be by Nature ſuch very Sa- 
1125 we ſhall rake care to come 
lels in one another's Power : and ap- 5 
prehending Power to be  iſatiably co 
veted by, all, we ſhall the better fence 
5 againſt the Evil 5 not by y giving all 
into one hand (as the Champion of 
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| this Cauſe wou d have us) but by a 
* Diviſion and Ballance of Power, 
and by che Reſtraint of good Laws 
and Limitations, which may ſecure 
the publick Libert ). 


whether I really thought theſe Gen- 
tlemen were e 7 the. 
Principles they ſo often advance in 
Company: I. ſhou d cell. you, that 
tho I woud not abſolutely arraign 
che Gentlemen Sincericy ; yer there. 

was ſomething of Myſtery in the 
Cale, more than, was imagin d. The 


Reaſon perhaps why Men. of Wit 


delight ſo much to eſpouſe theſe 
, paradoxical Syſtems, is not in truth 
| thar they are 10 fly gh d with 
ein; bur that they may the better 
1 OP p oſe ? ſome other 2 Sy | ems, ; which 
by their fair r help d, 
dhe) think, to bring Mankind under 
'  Sibjedtion, They imagine chat by. 
this ; gene ral Sc epticiſm, which they Th 
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wou d introduce, they ſhall better 
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prevails in ſome. 2 


| Aiſpined of, at large ; they conclude | 
it may be ſafer. ro argue ſeparately, 
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ter apprehend why, in Converſation, 


ſon beſides their being odd, and out of 
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no ſuch apprehenſion from this ſce- 
tical kind of Wit. Men indeed may, 


in a ſerious way, 
and prend, 
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may wholly, loſe. all Notion; or 


\prehenſion of Truth. I can ea- 
fi ly K what Effect Awe, has 


Acc, Mens Underſtandings. I can 


ry well Spoke Men may be 
their Wits: But iT 


be 18 810 0 one. of em. I. can have 
ſuſpicion that in a pleaſant way 
hey, Hou d be talk d out of their 
a 05 Yor PI, or reaſon d 5 ; 


— 
a, 


: A mannerly. W 
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Dette y manag d, can never Jurely 
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render us more mifociable or uncivi- 


1 liz d. This 1 is not. the Quarter from 
hens Tc can poſſib ly expect an In- 


road 96. Sav roch and Barbarity, 


Aud by the be of my Obſervation, 
T have. learnt, ; that Virtue, is. never 
ſuch A. Sufferer by. bong. conteſted; as 
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e irs Witt Laute {fs wh | 
give ir Exerelſe, nd put it . 2 : 
- Defence, as freftl es tender Nurſes, 
who ate apt co ober lay it, it, and kill. 
8 ie, with Exceſs off Care and The- 
hy "riſking." 91,516 5 roi 1-600, 
4 Fhave Know [© a" Halldbggg which 
by: the Officicalteſt f the Work- 
oo has been ſo % Hand geren 
on tlie ſide ffers they pretetided | 
jp 4 a Leaning, that it has at laſt 
been turm d the contrary” w and 
_. overthrown; There Bas lonteling ö 
pethaps of this kind happen d in q) %: 4 
ral. Men ha ve not been contented 
to ſhew che natural Advantages- of — 1 
Klone and Virtue. The: 1 1 
ther leſſen d theſe, the better, as 
. chougbe, to ee aa 
dation. They have made Vir. 
tue ſo mercenary a Thing, and have | 
tall d ſo much of its Rewards, "that 
one can hardly tell what there is” Wir, 
—aker all, hat 5 8 worth rewarding, +8] 
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Elnation; I know, not how there 

Tan che ſuch a[thing, as Goodneſs or 
1 #7 | ; | tion be right; 
dis a pervexting of it, to apply it 
ſeolely to the Reward, and make us 

cConceive ſuch Wonde ; 
and Fayour that is to attend Virtue; 
when chere is ſo little ſhnewn of the 
intrinſick Warth or; Value of the 
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which Providence has, by. Revelation 
aſſign d to other Dutys. Private 
and our Country, are Virtues purely 
Voluntary in a Chriſtian. They are 
no eſſential Parts of his Charity. He 
is not ſo ty d to the Affairs of this 
Life 5: NOT, is he oblig d to enter into 
ſuch Tag ate with this World, 
as are of no help to him. in acquiring 
a better. His Converſation is in 
Heaven. Nor has he occaſion for 
ſuch ſupernumerary Cares or Em- 
baraſſments here on Earth, as may 
obſtruct his way thither, or retard 
him in the careful Task of working 
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ſerv d hereaſter for the generous Part 


n ä 8 W -neyeithe. 
Portion of Reward be. fe- 


of 4 Patriat, or that of a thorbn- 
_ Friend ; this is Rill-behin the "Cite. 
train, and happily conceald from 


us; that we may be "the more de. 


derne of it, when it comes. int £: 
It app ars indeed under the 


Diſſpenſat ation, that each of es 2 
tues Had" their illuſtrieus Examples, 
and were in ſome manner retcom- 
mended to us às honourable; and 
worthy" our Imitation. TH 2 6 * 
himſelf às Hl a Prince as he is repre- 
ſented, appears both living and d dy- 
ing to have been refeciat's and prais d 
for the Love he bore his native 
Country. And the Love which was 
ſo remarkable between His Son and 
his Succeſſor, gives us 4 noble View 
of a diſintereſted Friendſhip,” at leaſt 
n one ſide- But che hirolele Vit. 
due of * 9 had only the 
common 
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ee of Praiſe ireeibined 
to it, and tou d not claim * future 
Recompenice- under a Religion which 
taught no iure State, nor > exhibired 
any Rewards or Punifhmients; beſides 
ſuch as were Temporal, and had res 
ſpect to the written Law. 
And thus the Jews as well as Hei. 
| thens'were left to their Philoſophy, to 
be inſtructed in the ſublime part of 
Virtue, and induc d by Reaſon to 

that Which was not 'injoin'd ein by | 
Command. No Premium or Pe- 
nalty being inſore d in theſe Caſes, 
the reteſt. Part ſubſiſted, the | 
Virtue was 2 free Choice; and the Mag- | 
nanimity of: the Act was "left intire. 
He that won d be generous, had the 
Means. He that wou'd love a 
Friend, or ſerve*his'Country at the 
expence of his Life, might do it on 
fair Terms. Durer ET Ded o- 
RUM EST was his ſole Reaſon. 
Twas Irving and Becoming, Twas 
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ſtill a god Reaſon, and according | 
to CommoinSinſs, I will endeavour to 
ſatisf/ you. For I ſhou d think m 
ſelf very ridiculous to be a. e 


any one r thinking me diſhoneſt; 
if I cou'd give no account of my 
Honeſty, nor ſhew- upon what Prin- 
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NJ "THE Roman: Satyrifi way: be 
thought more than ordinatily atyri- 
cal, when ſpeaking of the Nobile) 
4 and Court, hes is ſo far from allowing 
them to be the Standard of ' Polit 
neſs and good Senſe, that he makes 
; the Revere. 1 91. 
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Some of the moſt ingenious Com- 


mentators, however, interpret this very 
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| < enſe of The? Pb a. Greek De- 


rivation, to ſignify Senſe of Publicł 


| ak | 5 : 5 
Love of the Community or Society, 
Mauna! Affe ien, Humaniry, l 
gingneſs, or that ſort of Givility. 


which riſes from a juſt Senſe of the 


| of the ſame Species. 3, gen e 
thing nicely, it muſt ſeem ſome- 


what hard in the Poet, to have de- 


nat ural Equality there is amongſt thoſe 


ny d Ability and Wit to à Court ſuch 


as that of Roux, eyen under a T- 


BER Ius, or a NERO. But for Hu- 
manity,. Or Senſe of Public K Good, and 


the common Iutereſt of Mankind; twas 


no ſuch deep Satyr to queſtion whes; 
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ther this was propetly the Spirit of 4. 
WEL 553 SOM | Court. 


differently from hat is generally ap- 
prehended. They, make chis (mmm 
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what C unity ſubſiſted among Oct. 


tiers: or hat Public between an 
TE Abſolute Prince” and his Slave-Subs 


And for real Sociery, there 
— be: none between ſich as had 


no other Sen Senſe than chat of private 5 
if Good. 7 „Gum 10.0 


Our pbet chiefs! Wande not 1 


0 dete in his Cenſure; 3 if we 
conſider it is the Heart; rather chati 


the 
reſlecting on a Court-Education, he 


Head, he takes to task: When 


thinks it unapt to raiſe any Affection 


towards 4 Cvuntry; and looks upon 
young Princes, ad Lords, as the 


young 'Maſters of the World; who 
being indulg d in all their Paſſionzes, 
and train d up in all manner of Li- = 
1 KEY have that thorow Con- 


t and Diſregard of Mankind, 


| which Mankind in a manner deſerves, | 
where Arbitrary Power of re 
and a INI ador d. KA 
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IA; publick Spirit can come nk 
from a ſocial Feeling or Senſe of Part- 
nerſbip with Human Kind. Now: 
there are none ſo far from being Parts 
ners in this Senſe, or Sharers in this 
common Aßfection, as they who ſcarte- 
ly-know an Equal, nor conſider them 
ſaves as ſubject to any Law of Site 
 lopſpip or (onmunitey. And this Mo- 
rality and good Government: go to- 
gether. There. is no real Love of 
Virtue, without the Knowledg of 
Publiet Good. And where rere 
Power. is, chere is no PnBL1Ck. 
IThey who live under 4 Tiraang | 
and have learmt to admire its Power: 
as Sacred and Divine, are debauch'd- 
as: 1 in their Religions as in their 
e "Morals 
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go à better Form. 7 e Eaſtern C un- 
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ment z an not in that which is calld 
the State of Nature. For, to ſpeak in 
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the State of Nature: And that which 
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the State of | Nature,” muſt make all 
other, Ads of Humanity as tuch 
dur real Duty, and natural Part. 
Thus Faith, Juſticte, Honeſty and Vir- 
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| State of Nature, or they cou d ne- 
' ver have been at all. The Civil U- 
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: liſted not before. -He who Was free 
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Hjhis Contract, when he thinks fit. 
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Deſign.” I here was no way to be 
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lonys, and mix d one wich another. | 


And thus Love 4 one's" Country, and 


Love of Manbind, muſt; alſo be Self- 
Koppe. Magnanimity, and Cour age, no | 


doubt, are Modifications of - this 


univerſal Se. Love. For Courage (ſays 
1 our modern Philoſopher) is — i” 
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no wiſe Man's Wiſh. To be with» 


out Honeſty, is, in effect, to be with- 
out natural Affection or Soeiablen 


any kind. And a Life without natu- 
Friendſhip,” or Seciableneſs, 


cally:valuable and worthy, that Self- 
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© ſelf, as by his Temper, 
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rate, muſt abuſe - himſelf more than 


any one can abuſe him. And if Liſe 
be not a dear Thing indeed, he who 
has refus d to live a Villain, and has 
5 kene Death to a baſe Aﬀton, has 
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afford Learning enough for 4 Gentle- 


d ſuch a one, whilſt he reads 


"DG Authors as. his Diverlion, will 
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tance of his Volumes of Commen- 
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ſantry and Mirth. I know not why 
Poets, or ſuch as write chiefſy for the 
Entertainment of themſelves and o- 
thers, may not be allow'd this Privi- 
lege. And if it be the Complaint of 
J our ſtanding Reformers, that they are 
not heard ſo well by the Gentlemen f 
Faſhion; if they exclaim againſt thoſe 
airy Wits who fly to Ridicule as a Pro- 
tection, and make ſucceſsful Sallys 
from that Quarter; why ſhou'd it be 
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this Cauſe, to engage the Adverſary 
on his own Terms, and expoſe him- 
ſelf willingly to ſuch Attacks, on 
the Condition only of being allow'd 
fair Play in the ſame kind? © 
Buy Gentlemen of Faſhion, I under- 
ſand thoſe to whom a natural good 
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Muſick, an Eye in Painting, a Fancy 
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mertys;' will Tucceed'in the room of 
that 3 and higher Symmetry 
and Order of a Mind. The Species 
of Fair, Noble, Haudſome, will diſ- 
edver it ſelf on a thouſand Ocea- 
ſions, and in 2 thouſanc Subjects. 
| The Sbeczer ſtill will haunt us, in 
ſome Shape or other: and when 
| driven fromiour cool Thoughts, and 
| =. 3 from the Cloſet, will meet us 
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with Dreams of Grandure, Titles, 
Honour, and a falſe Magnificence 
and Beauty; te which we are ready 
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Baſe; and for the fake of which, 
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this manner: they. praiſe 
| the other. “ So far was right: but 
2 e further,  0ng. |: Sucha Gate Was 
&« allowable.: bur ſuch à one, not to 
© be admitted.” They introduce a 
| Tuſtice, and an oder in their de 
lures. They wou'd bring Reuſon:;to- 
be of their Party, account in ſome! 
manner for their Lives, and form 
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